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have been lucky to live to the age of thirty.
In America, they had a choice of how they
wanted to live their life, and how they
wished to raise a family. Few countries of
this world would allow this to happen. Many
countries claim to be democratic but impose
laws similar to those of a third world dicta-
torship. If these and all other countries had
a government like the one in the United
States, the world would not carry the burden
of wars, both civil and global. These disputes
claim thousands of lives and ruin the fami-
lies of those who die. Besides wars, millions
of people die each year from starvation be-
cause of dictators withholding food from the
poor citizens. If these people lived in the
United States, they would still be alive
today.

A democracy has many benefits for its citi-
zens. Those who live in a democratic system
are allowed to make choices that those in a
communist or socialist society are not al-
lowed to make. We are allowed to choose
what career to pursue, and the amount of
education we need in order to train for this
career. Communist societies choose careers
for their people at an early age and force
them to endure the government’s choice.
Even if the people are successful with this
venture, they cannot keep all profits made.
These governments take all money earned by
their subjects, then dole out an equal
amount to each of them.

Although this provides a proverbial safety
net for people, this monotonous equality
cannot make for an enjoyable life. Under the
quilt of democracy, people are allowed to
choose their livelihood. People are allowed
to strive to be better and not worry about
giving extra earnings to the government.
Democratic societies are fertile fields of
hopes and aspirations.

Democracy is a way of life that all people
should respect, although some people do not.
I often become angry when I see images of
people burning American flags or building
militias against our government. I cannot
comprehend how anyone could disagree with
the concept of democracy. Then I have to
stop and think of why this angers me. These
people are just expressing themselves as our
democracy allows them to do. This ability to
express ourselves freely is what makes de-
mocracy so great. Burning the symbol of
freedom that thousands of men have given
their lives for is ignorant and wholly dis-
respectful, but these people are entitled to
their opinion in a country such as America.
The human mind has no boundaries in de-
mocracy. People can choose to do what they
please, even if it is disrespecting the very
idea that allows them to be free. This is
what first attracted my grandfather to this
great country. I am proud to live in a coun-
try where democracy is the type of govern-
ment practiced.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to once again ex-
tend my most heartfelt congratulations to
Mr. Adam James on his receipt of the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars and its Ladies Auxiliary
‘‘Voice of Democracy’’ national scholarship.
His parents, Doug and Zagorka James, can
be proud of their son for the tenacity he has
displayed in achieving this most noteworthy
accomplishment. This young man has a
promising future ahead of him, which will
undoubtedly include improving the quality
of life in Indiana’s First Congressional Dis-
trict.
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,

I rise today to honor Ellsworth G. Stanton III.
Tonight, the James N. Jarvie Commonweal
Service will be celebrating his ministry in New
York City.

Mr. Stanton, an Illinois native who is cur-
rently living in New York, has dedicated his life
to serving others. As a ruling elder in the
Presbyterian Church, he is the executive di-
rector of the James N. Jarvie Commonweal
Service, an endowment administered by the
church to provide services and financial assist-
ance to elderly people in the New York area.
Before joining the Commonweal Service, Mr.
Stanton served the National Council of
Churches of Christ, UNICEF and CARE, Inc.

Mr. Stanton’s contributions to the community
touch a wide variety of people. Among his
many affiliations, he is a trustee of the New
York Theological Seminary, the director of the
New York City Mission Society, president of
the John Milton Society for the Blind, president
of the Brookwood Child Care Agency, presi-
dent of the Third Street Music School Settle-
ment and a delegate to the White House Con-
ference on Aging.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join
with me in saluting Ellsworth G. Stanton III. He
has made innumerable contribuitions to many
people in need in the New York metropolitan
area. It is with gratitude that we honor him.
f
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I invite my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Ambas-
sador Ronald S. Lauder who is being honored
June 8, 1997, at the annual dinner of the
Emanuel Foundation for Hungarian Culture.
Each year the Emanuel Foundation honors
outstanding individuals whose service to the
community and whose dedication to teaching
current and future generations the history and
lessons of the Holocaust deserve the highest
recognition. Ambassador Lauder’s unparal-
leled efforts toward these worthy goals merit
our praise. I am delighted that the Emanuel
Foundation has chosen to honor him this year.

Ambassador Lauder demonstrates his active
support for culture and education in the United
States through his leadership positions in
some the our most distinguished institutions.
He was elected chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the Museum of Modern Art in New
York, serves as a trustee for the New York
Landmarks Conservancy and the World Monu-
ments Fund, and is a member of the Board of
Governors of the Joseph H. Lauder Institute of
Management and International Studies at the
University of Pennsylvania and the Visiting
Committee of the Wharton School.

Ambassador Lauder’s commitment to ad-
vancing our Nation’s democratic and free mar-
ket principles is underscored by his activities
to assist in the economic, social, and political
transformation of Central and Eastern Europe.
A leading proponent of private enterprise in
that region and in the former Soviet states, he
is chairman of the Central European Develop-
ment Corp. chairman and primary stockholder
of Central Media Enterprises, Ltd., and has
formed RSL Communications, Inc., a company
involved exclusively in telecommunications in-
vestments. He has been involved in such
projects as the privatization of Hungary’s old-
est bank, the development of the American
Business Center at Checkpoint Charlie, and
the opening of NOVA TV in Prague, which is
the first privately owned television station in a
former Communist country. Through his active
involvement the economies of the former So-
viet bloc and his efforts to build free and pri-
vate media resources in those societies, Am-
bassador Lauder is making a tremendous con-
tributions to the future prosperity and freedom
of millions of people in Central and Eastern
Europe.

Ambassador Lauder is being honored also
for his passionate commitment to protecting
and teaching Jewish culture and history, and
preserving the Jewish legacy to the world. He
serves as president of the Ronald S. Lauder
Foundation which he founded in 1987 in re-
sponse to the need to revitalize Jewish life
across Central and East Europe where it has
been devastated by the Holocaust. The foun-
dation supports Jewish schools camps and
community centers stretching across Eastern
Europe from Austria to Ukraine.

Ambassador Lauder has further dem-
onstrated his commitment to Jewish education
and cultural prosperity by this leadership ac-
tivities in some of the most important Jewish
organizations and institutions in American and
around the world. He is chairman of the Inter-
national Public Committee of the World Jewish
Restitution Organization and treasurer of the
World Jewish Congress. He serves as Presi-
dent of the Jewish National Fund, chairman of
the Jewish Heritage Council, director of the
International Board of Governors of the Inter-
national Society of Yad Vashem, member of
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council, member
of the Board of Directors of the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary, member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the American Jewish Joint Distribu-
tion Committee, member of the Board of
Trustees of the Anti-Defamation League Foun-
dation, member of the Board of Trustees of
the Abraham Fund, chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the Sakharov Archives at Brandeis
University, and member of the International
Board of Governors of the Tel Aviv Museum.

Mr. Speaker, Ambassador Ronald Lauder is
a man of outstanding commitment and accom-
plishment in the noblest of pursuits. His con-
tributions to culture, education, and the
spreading of democratic and free market prin-
ciples is truly awe inspiring. Through his vast
commitments to preserving and nurturing Jew-
ish communal life both in the United States
and in Eastern Europe, Ambassador lauder
has made a tremendous and enduring con-
tribution to the education of future generations
about the Holocaust. I applaud the Emanuel
Foundation for choosing to honor this remark-
able American citizen and I invite my col-
leagues to join me in applauding Ambassador
Lauder’s continuing mission.
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